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Poverty dolls and bird houses 
were highlighted at Lacombe 
United Church in April at 
the ANWC Women’s annual 
meeting.

The poverty dolls are rag 
dolls made by UC women across 
Alberta. They are being presented 
to Alberta MPs before the G8 
summit in June. Each doll has a 
small book informing recipients 
about child poverty in Canada 

suggesting actions to be taken.
Poverty dolls will be presented to MLAs this fall addressing specific 

concerns of the “Child Well Being Initiative”. This incentive grows out 
of the Outreach Program of Conference UCW to eliminate child poverty 
in Alberta.

The birdhouses were created following a suggestion by Carolyn 
Pogue that children should have a home just as birds have homes. 

The Child Well Being Initiative is chaired by Sharon Prenevost in 
Lethbridge and Lillian Stewart in Calgary. 

— Lillian Stewart

The Gifts 
of Quilting

The first week-end in November, the 
sanctuary of St. Andrew’s United 
Church in Edmonton becomes a 
collage of brightly coloured material. 
It’s the annual fall sale of St. Andrew’s 
United Church Quilting Group. 
The Quilting Group has donated 
more than $15,000 and hundreds 
of lovingly handmade items to help 
others over the years. 

continued on page 4

What seems to be ordinary, 
repetitive, and/or somewhat 
mundane to some, is magic to 
others by providing an avenue to 
live one’s faith by doing. 

Poverty Dolls and Birdhouses

May I be Included?
Not many people are aware that there are five ethnic 
churches, two missions and two aboriginal churches 
in the Alberta/Northwest Conference (ANWC) 
which have the potential to inform and deepen the 
intercultural focus of the United Church. The ANWC 
supports a Standing Committee on Ethnic Ministries 
(EMC) which has been bringing these groups of 
people together for years. The committee’s mandate 
is to nurture and support the ministries of ethnic 
congregations and of visible minority clergy and 
laity in mainstream congregations of ANWC. As a 
committee we want to:
•	 enable these ministries to participate fully in the 

life of the United Church of Canada (UCC);

•	 participate and provide leadership in the General 
Council mandate “Towards Becoming an 
Intercultural Church”.

The Rev. Steven Willey, Program Coordinator for 
Education and Leadership Development in the new 
“Communities in Mission” of General Council served 
as theme speaker at the ECM Annual Meeting in 
April. He noted that the UCC has a history of working 
with immigrant populations for decades, during 
most of which we were in an assimilation mode. The 
UCC has become more supportive of its sixty-odd 
ethno‑specific congregations in the past decade as it 

seeks to become an intercultural denomination. “The 
face of Canada is changing due to immigration. If the 
United Church is to have a future it must embrace 
interculturalism.” Steve asserted “The church of God 
does not have a mission in the world; God’s mission 
in the world has a church.”

So then, what is God calling my church to do? 
What gifts has God given our church that we are 
being asked to use to fulfill God’s mission in the 
world? The church is a means to an end. It is not the 
end itself. The intercultural church has the mission of 
going out into the world to fulfill God’s mission there. 
It is all about attitude. We need to be prepared when 
someone different comes to our church and asks 
“May I be included”?

— Kathy Yamashita, Secretary EMC
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“I wonder if Mr. Norris remembers the time we went to 
Presbytery in Grande Prairie or Spirit River? The railway 
lacked locomotive power, and the road-master was 
marooned in Peace River. He commandeered a hand car 
and, with Mr. Norris, myself and one other, we pumped 
our way to McLennan. Mr. Norris and I took a room at 
the hotel there for the night. When the first one got 
into bed, the springs sagged to the floor, and the one 
following landed almost on top of him. So there we 
spent the night, one on top of the other alternately. We 
eventually got to presbytery.” Not everyone today is so 
determined to attend a Presbytery meeting! 

Erskine Pow was just nine in the 
spring of 1886 when his parents 
emigrated from Scotland to 
the Canadian prairie. Ten 
years later he began studies 
toward ordination in the 
Presbyterian Church. After 
working in Manitoba and 
B.C. his ministry brought 
him to Alberta. He accepted 
a call to a union church in 
Peace River in 1921. Union 
churches were common in the 
west and played an important role 
in the eventual formation of the 
United Church of Canada. The first 
united board in Peace River had been 
elected in 1917.

He and his wife Agnes were the 
first to live in the new manse in Peace River. “We were 
always very happy in our home life, with a home-maker 
like Mrs. Pow and with our seven children.”

The congregation in Peace River met in a tent 
and there were five other preaching points, including 
Grimshaw. Pow served as home mission convenor for 

the Presbytery and visited the charges throughout, 
including Dawson Creek. He later recalled that, “At the 
time of union in 1925, I was authorized to convene the 
Peace River Presbytery of the United Church of Canada, 
and if memory serves me right, I was its first secretary 
and Rev. T.J. Stainton its first chairman.” The area that 
was Peace River Presbytery is now incorporated into the 
Northern Lights Presbytery. 

One of his strongest memories was the development 
of a Tuxis Square in Peace River. He expected just the 
United Church boys (there were five) but was surprised 

when the group included two Anglicans, 
one Catholic and one “nondescript.” 

Though it was a church group, 
all wanted to stay, “so after 

extracting a promise from 
those of other churches 
to be loyal to their own 
church in attendance,” the 
group was formed. 

In 1926, Pow moved 
to Edson. From there he 

and his wife moved to 
Redcliff and in 1936, he was 

called to the new charge of 
Cochrane-Springbank. He also 

served in Pincher Creek and Acme 
before retiring to Calgary. Of course, 
retired ministers seldom retire 
completely. In Calgary, he assisted 
at Central United Church for a year 

and in May 1948, Calgary Presbytery appointed him as 
chaplain to the sanatorium and hospitals, a position 
he continued until 1959. In 1955, St. Stephen’s College 
awarded him an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree. 

— Gayle Simonson

Erskine Pow: Devoted Presbyter

Erskine Pow. Credit: Provincial Archives 
of Alberta/United Church of Canada Alberta 
and Northwest Conference Archives [191-]

continued from page 3
The Gifts of Quilting

All proceeds from the sale after 
costs go to charity. The group 
originated over 50 years ago at 
St. James’s United Church when 
women from the congregation 
made bedrolls for the men going 
up north to work. Later, when 
sleeping bags supplanted bedrolls, 
the focus moved to quilts. With 
the amalgamation of St. James and 
St. Andrew’s churches, the quilting 
group more or less disbanded - 
except for six dedicated women 
who worked in the garage of one of 

the members. There, they carried 
on that same quilting tradition. 
The first meeting at St. Andrew’s 
was in 1992, when members made 
quilts for the Bissell Centre. Since 
then, additional recipients include 
clients at the Spady Centre, West 
End Health and Wellness Centre 
and A Safe Place Women’s Shelter. 
Our group now numbers 16-20, and 
more people than ever before are 
supported by the work. The quilters 
comprise a small group with a big 
communal heart. All we do is made 
with love and gratitude for God’s 
blessings. Members meet weekly, 
doing the same thing - sharing faith, 

talents, fellowship, and hearts, so 
that others may receive something 
to make their lives a little bit better. 
Gifts of quality fabric, yarn, crochet 
cotton and talent are transformed 
into quilts, afghans, prayer shawls, 
scarves and pillows for others. 
Members too receive a good many 
gifts that are innumerable and the 
list as long as one’s imagination as 
we are a very diverse group of people 
(not all St. Andrew’s members) with 
that one common goal. We have so 
much for which to be thankful, and 
each week find strength and renewal 
in sharing with others.

— Kathrine Peters
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Grounded in the Word – Lifted by the Spirit
Roots and Wings – Women’s Conference

The Nisku Inn and Conference 
Centre, Nisku, AB will be the site of 
the Regional Women’s Gathering, 
Roots and Wings running Friday 
evening October 22 until Sunday, 
October 24. This exciting event is 
sponsored by the ANWC United 
Church Women. It welcomes 
women of all ages regardless of 
religious affiliations. An expected 
300 participants will explore the 

theme of “Grounded in the Word — 
Lifted by the Spirit” through music, 
dynamic theme presentations, 
worship and a variety of workshops. 

Inspirational leadership will 
be provided by United Church 
songwriter, Nancy Chegus, and the 
dynamic and joyful Rev. Danielle 
James. Each attendee will also select 
from workshops that offer hands-
on creative activities and food for 
thought. Conference and additional 
resources may be purchased from 
the Book Display. 

Our Children Ourselves 
facilitated by Carolyn Pogue, writer, 
artist and activist, is a workshop 
where you will touch the child 
within and examine the priorities 
of our society. Come with a sense 
of humour and your own personal 
knowledge of what it is to be a kid.

Woman and the Islam Faith 
participants will gain insight into 

the reality of being a woman of the 
Islam faith in the 21st century. 

Living into Right Relations 
(Charlene Burns and Reverend 
Cecile Fausek) will explore the 
impact of assimilation policies and 
broken treaties, through building 
model teepees and in truth-telling 
circles.

Roots and Wings provides 
the perfect opportunity to 
take a “time-out”. Join women 
from throughout Alberta as 
you Experience the Spirit and 
Challenge your Faith. Registration 
forms are available at all local 
United Churches. For additional 
information contact Francee 
Kaehn (Chairperson of Planning 
Committee) @ 780‑998‑7614 or 
Lynn Tupper (Registrar) @ 780-
465-6720. Registration deadline is 
October 08, 2010 but register early 
to ensure your place.

— Tina Mix

(L to R) Rev. Danielle James and 
Nancy Chegus

South Alberta Youth Rally
Knox United in Taber hosted a 
lively South Alberta Youth Rally 
in March. Thirty-three youth from 
grade six to grade 12 attended, 
with nine leaders. The theme was 
“Living the Mystery.” Everyone 
slept on the basement floor 
underneath the sanctuary, while 
gathering times were held in a 
comfortable new room in the 
church. The Friday night theme 
speaker, Ken Williams, spoke on 
the story of Job from the Bible. On 
Saturday, Ken spoke on living a 
balanced life, which includes the 
importance of healthy spirituality. 
It was remarkable how Ken held 
the youth’s interest for over an 
hour. The weekend included 
a walk to a provincial park, 
activities outside, swimming at 
the local pool, a talent show and 
taking part in the worship service 

with the Taber congregation on 
Sunday. Two of the older youth 
led devotion services during the 
weekend that were thoughtful 
and well received. The people of 

Knox United made the youth feel 
very welcomed. Some of the youth 
commented that this was one of 
the best youth rallies ever.

— Brent Woodward
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Living the Faith
Profound change is upon our 
Church! This was the essential 
message presented to a Calgary 
gathering of central and south 
Alberta congregations at the Living 
the Faith event on February 27th! 
And it would appear by all reports, 
that Alberta & Northwest is one 
Conference that thanks God for the 
gift of the Emerging Spirit initiative 
of The United Church of Canada. 
Not only does this project get it, but 
they are also working diligently and 
faithfully to help us get it too!

Overall declining church 
attendance may be our wake-up call, 
but not the focus for the series of the 
three events hosted by the Emerging 
Spirit team. Their goal: to equip us to 
live through the change with hope, 
vitality and relevancy. No easy task 
considering the vast diversity of 
our denomination. Honesty is the 
number one ingredient. The 3rd 
installment in the series: Living the 
Welcome, Living the Hope, and now 
Living the Faith is not sugar coated 
nor does it lull us into believing 
that time doesn’t matter. There is 
urgency with the message – but we 
are not alone in the journey. Not 
only is God with us in this profound 

change, but so too is the Emerging 
Spirit program, with its excellent 
research, innovative leadership, 
wisdom and creativity, and a 
culmination of ideas and practices 
that are stimulating growth and 
church development in significant 
and exciting ways. This Team has 
invited us to listen and learn, pay 
attention to the trends, and then 
to do something about it. Living the 
Faith will take courage, tenacity, 
prayer and action. It will mean 
letting go, and like never before, 
trusting God, letting God.

While this may be scary for 
many, it will also be exciting, 
stimulating, faith renewing and 
certainly transforming. I am proud 
of my association with Alberta & 
Northwest Conference, but I am 
especially grateful to know that of 
the 13 Conferences across Canada, 
ours is indeed paying attention! We 
have embraced the Emerging Spirit 
program like no other. But there 
is frustration and sadness too. The 
Emerging Spirit program is destined 
to end in December 2010.

At the Living the Faith leadership 
event for clergy held on March 4th 
in Leduc, it was very clear that while 

we in ANWC are paying attention, 
many in our congregations are 
feeling overwhelmed and ill-
equipped to facilitate the changes 
that are upon us. We know that we 
need knowledgeable and inspired 
leadership to guide us through the 
complexities of new technology, 
cultural and spiritual diversity, 
and the ever evolving role of our 
church and its ministries in society. 
We need programs like Emerging 
Spirit. So where can our Conference 
go from here? Let’s continue 
being the ones who get it! Let’s 
keep supporting each other in the 
change. And perhaps if we make 
enough noise with General Council 
we can “change” their mind about 
ending this program because...
we ARE Living the Faith with OUR 
Emerging Spirit – Alberta & North — 
Western Style!

— Brenda Watt, Calgary

The Story of a Stole: Kay Dean
When my friend Kay Dean was 
going to be commissioned as 
a diaconal minister I decided 
to make a “watercolor” quilted 
stole to present to her at the 
Commissioning service in Leduc. 
I cut hundreds of light, medium 
and dark, floral, two inch square 
fabric pieces. Using a stole pattern 
I copied from Margie Davidson I 
created Kay’s stole starting with dark 
squares at the bottom and gradually 
moving to medium colors and then 
light squares at the shoulder and 
neck. The stole is backed with green 
to reflect the liturgical color relevant 
to most of the church year.  Since 
Kay is an avid gardener and a quilter 
like I am, I was sure she would 

appreciate the significance of this 
gift. If you look carefully among the 
flowers you will see a cat peeking 
out (another of Kay’s loves). I also 
managed to find a square with a 
bluebird on, that I was able to work 
into the shoulder area of the stole. I 
used metallic gold threads to outline 
six symbols that pertain to diaconal 
ministry: the lamp, the dove, a 
butterfly and the Christ symbol on 
the front of the stole and the alpha 
and omega symbols on the back of 
the neck.  Creating this stole was 
a labor of love for my long-time 
friend who went on to serve as a 
diaconal minister in New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia.

— Janice McGregor

(L to R) Janice McGregor and 
Kay Dean
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High River United Church, a 
community of Help, Home and 
Hope, prides itself on its rich 
history, its ministry for the 21st 
century and the high level of 
spiritual service it provides to 
the Town of High River and 
surrounding area.  We will 
celebrate our 125th Anniversary 
during a weekend of festivities on 
October 15,16 and 17, 2010.

From our beautiful building in 
the heart of downtown High River, 
the third rebuild on this site since 
Chalmers Presbyterian church was 
built in1910, we are the spiritual 
home for a growing congregation 
of around 330 families of all ages.

We are very fortunate to be 
served by a ministry personnel 
couple, Rev. Susan Lukey and 
Rev. David Robertson, who have 
been with us since 1995. A new 
blessing is Brenda Wong, our 
part-time youth minister. We are 
also fortunate to be served by a 
full time administrator, Melanie 
McCracken. 

The High River United 
Church Building is home to many 
community groups including 
Beavers, Sparks, Brownies, Girl 
guides and an adult Day Support 
program as well as the many small 
group ministries of the church. 
The local Muslim congregation 

meets in the parlour on Friday 
afternoons for their weekly 
prayers.

If you wish to see more of the 
ministry of HRUC please check out 
www.highriverunitedchurch.org

— Bob Findlay

High River United Marks 125 years

Calling all MEN! 
There is something 
special happening for 
men this fall. It will 
intrigue and delight. 
It will educate and 
motivate. And it will 
spiritually inspire. It is 
the 2010 Banff Men’s 
Conference happening 
Oct 15 – 17. This annual 
conference for Men 
covers spiritual issues and 
many secular ones. There 

will be lots of discussion 
with sharing of thoughts, experiences and ideas 
combined with worship and plenty of singing. And 
of course there is an inspiring speaker to guide us 
through the theme of the conference which is:

To Seek Justice and Resist Evil: Making a Straight 
Path for the Lord. 

The theme speaker, Brigadier General Peter Holt 
(retired) has strived for 39 years in the Canadian 
Armed Forces to be a soldier of Christ as well as a 
soldier of the military. He will lead us on a journey 
to explore our feelings on these matters and 
empower us to discuss our views in an open and 
respectful manner.

There are also numerous workshops planned 
including Post Traumatic Stress, Drumming, The 
Spirituality of Sex, Men at Risk, Everyday Ethics and 
many others. The Conference will be held at the 
Banff Centre which offers one of the world’s most 
scenic backdrops at its doorstep. 

Are you a cash strapped student who’d like to 
attend? If you are a full time student we will waive 
the $100.00 registration fee. Please register now and 
encourage others to attend.

Everything you need is at the following website: 
www.banffmen.org .

— Bruce White

Brigadier General  
Peter Holt (Ret’d)

“The Spirituality of Bread”
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Alberta and Northwest  
Conference  
insert in the  

United Church Observer

Volume 29. No. 4
“The purpose of In Contact is to share 
news of the Church’s life, work, 
programs, policies and people with 
Observer readers across Alberta and 
Northwest Conference.”

Editorial Chairperson: Geraldine Dyck

Editor:	 Liz Goddard 
	 780-436-3801

c/o ANW Conference 
9911 – 48 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB  T6E 5V6

For submission guidelines or to send  
us a story incontact@shaw.ca .

Send photos to  
incontactphoto@gmail.com .

Deadlines for next Issues:
The 20th of August and 
November.

Around our conference

Sept. 17. Opening New Doors! 
Third Annual Chancellor’s Gala. 
Come celebrate with St. Stephen’s 
College at the Sutton Place Hotel, 
Edmonton. Dinner, dancing, 
live and silent auctions. Tickets 
$250 ($190 tax receipt). For more 
information, 780-439-7311. Our 
goal is to complete the fundraising 
for phase 1 of the renovation 
to make the College mobility 
accessible.

Sept. 25. Secretary’s 
Networking. Innisfail United 
Church, 4720 – 48 Avenue. Call 
Candance at 403-227-3881.

Oct. 15 – 17. Banff Men’s 
Conference. “To Seek Justice 
and Resist Evil: Making a 
Straight Path for the Lord”.  
http://banffmen.org .

October 15 – 17. High River 
United Church 125th Anniversary 
Celebration. An eventful 
celebration is planned to include a 
congregational Turkey Supper, an 
Old Time Chautauqua, a Box Social 
and Dance and finally the Sunday 

Service of Worship with guest 
speakers followed by a Sandwich 
and Pie Social. We invite all former 
members and friends of High River 
United to join us in this special time 
of fun, fellowship and nostalgia. 
Watch for more details  —  
www.highriverunitedchurch.org

Oct. 22 – 24. Roots and Wings – 
Regional Women’s Gathering. Nisku 
Inn, Nisku, Alberta. See details on 
page five.

Nov. 6th, 2010. Quilt Sale! 
St. Andrew’s United Church  
9915 – 148 Street, Edmonton. 
Church office 780‑452-4454 
Proceeds to various charities.

Dec. 4. 100th Anniversary. 
St. Matthew’s United (formerly 
West Calgary United). Anyone 
having memorabilia, photos or 
stories to share, please contact 
event planners at 403-249-1721 or 
st.matthews@telus.net .

Upcoming Events

continued from cover

“Rhythms of the Spirit”  
Event Brings us to Our Feet!

On the same weekend, the 
Celebration of Ministry service for 
Alberta and Northwest Conference 
was held at the Highwood 
Memorial Arena in High River. 
Over 500 people from around 
the Conference gathered on 
Sunday morning to share in the 
joy of witnessing the ordination, 
commissioning and recognition 
of the new wave of leaders who 
will lead the church in the years to 
come. We also took an opportunity 
to give thanks for the dedicated 
years of service offered to the 
church by our retirees.

The rhythms of the spirit move 
in time to the rhythms of the 
universe, leading us through the 
many passages of our lives. Our 
weekend together in High River 
offered us an opportunity to rise to 
our feet and sway to those rhythms.

— Linda Hunter, a member of 
the planning team

Retreat! Retreat!
Rev. John Buttars, from Guelph 
Ontario, flew to Alberta to 
lead two retreats in Pincher 
Creek in the middle of April. 
The first one was a lay retreat. 
Twenty-one people came Friday 
night and during the day on 
Saturday. The theme was “I am 
here/God is here/here am I.” 
The sanctuary in the church 
was transformed to create a 
retreat-type atmosphere. John’s 
career-long intentional spiritual 
practices and training with the 
Jesuits meant that what he had 
to offer, and how he offered it, 
conveyed wisdom, honesty and 

integrity. John spoke in church 
on Sunday both in Pincher and 
in Mountain Mill. On Sunday 
night a clergy retreat began, with 
14 clergy (mostly from Alberta 
with one from B.C.). The focus 
of this retreat was practices that 
help sustain ministry and help 
ministers be authentic in their 
calling. John walks the talk of 
intentional spiritual practices 
and this was evident in the 
wisdom that he shared and the 
process that he led. These retreats 
were sponsored by South Alberta 
Presbytery.

— Brent Woodward



Resources for Book Displays
Compiled by the Christian Development and Communications 
Division of Coronation Presbytery
For churches who would like to have their own book displays…the 
following – in no particular preferential order – are options for book 
displays.

There will be a book display at the September Presbytery Meeting from 
UCRD.

Mustard Seed Book Store
Naramata Centre, Naramata, British Columbia
Ph.  Toll-free  1-877-996-5751 ext. 212
e-mail: mustardseed@naramatacentre.net
Website: www.naramatacentre.net
Contact: Bar McFadyen-Smuin, Manager
*will ship the books and the receiver does the selling.

Newt’s Books
Central United Church, 131-7th Ave, South. Calgary, Alberta
Ph. 403-519-1804
Website: www.newtsbooks.ca
Contacts: Ron and Marion Voth
*Books are ordered from UCRD. 
Marion Voth will come for a day to do selling and a percentage of the sales 
support Outreach Ministries in Calgary. 

Life Lines Book Room
B3 3501-8th St. E., Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Ph. 306-374-5656    toll-free1-866-374-5656
e-mail: lifelines@sasktel.net
website: www.bookmanager.com/lifelin
Contacts: Chris & Leslie
*Life Lines pays the shipping to the receiver and the receiver pays the 
shipping back to Life Lines.
This store operates similarly to Revelations. The Receiver sells the books.

United Church Resource Distribution – UCRD
Toronto, Ontario
1-800-288-7365
Website: www.ucrdstore.ca
Contacts: Pat Gilmore ext.224 or Esly H. ext.229
*Request 3-4 weeks notice. UCRD covers all shipping costs. Items are 
shipped by courier.

Lotsa Books
5010-50 Ave, Cold Lake, Alberta
780-594-2665
e-mail: lotsabooks@telus.net
website: www.lotsabooks.ca
Contacts: Kathy Suteau & Dave Crombie
Books displays can be picked up at Sherwood Park or in Camrose (Dave 
comes to Camrose every 3 weeks)


