





Ice sculpture adorns front of

Camrose United Church
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Rusty and Ken Cox do a final visual inspection on their
sculpture at Camrose United Church.

An ice sculpture of a Bible, crosses, and inscribed
plaque was carved on site in January by the front
door of Camrose United Church.

Rusty Cox, a professional sculptor by trade, and
his father Ken Cox, a member of Camrose United
Church, took 45 minutes to create the carving.

Rusty, who hails from Armena, Alberta,
north-west of Camrose said, “It’s important to do
something good for people who are good to you.”

He started his ice-sculpting career in 1994 at
the Hotel MacDonald in Edmonton and has worked

at Fairmont Hot Springs, the Delta Pacific Hotel
in Vancouver, The Delta South in Edmonton, and
Chateau Lake Louise.

Recently, Rusty entered the Ice on Whyte ice-
carving competition against four other countries
and his group named Out of Africa won second
place and the People’s Choice Award for a carving of
a mother giratfe with baby.

Rusty, who is also a chef, estimates that he has
carved about 5,000 ice sculptures ranging in size
from table-top center pieces to outdoor statues that
are nearly seven meters tall.

His next planned adventure was sculpting in
Vancouver for the 2010 Olympics.

Mary Ann Pastuck, diaconal minister at Camrose
United Church, said that Rusty and Ken'’s gift of
the ice carving reminded her of Paul’s letter to the
people of Rome when he wrote, “We all have gifts.
They differ in keeping with the grace that God has
given each of us. Then use your gifts with the faith
you have.”

She added, “As a faith community, Camrose
United Church is so appreciative of Rusty and Ken'’s
gift shared with us.”

— Alex Oliver

Spirit of Peace “Rings 350 for Copenhagen”

Spirit of Peace United Church, in
Spirit River, Alberta, joined in on
the “Ring 350 for Copenhagen”
on December 13. 2009. We used
our large church bell and some
people also rang smaller hand
bells. About 20 people from our
church participated in the event.

We contacted the Central
Peace Signal, our local weekly
paper, and they published an
article about the event on Tuesday
December 8. 2009. Our local
newspaper published a picture
of “Ring 350 for Copenhagen”,
which brought additional
attention to the issue.

We also talked to the Town
of Spirit River and other local

churches about the event. The
churches announced it to their
members. The Town of Spirit
River took our request to ring
our church bell 350 times to
Council. They were glad of our
involvement and said that we
could ring our bell as much as we
wanted on December 13.
December 13th dawned in
Spirit River as a clear cold day.
It was minus 30 when we went
out and rang the bell. The
children in the church were
very excited about the bell
ringing, and were ready with
their heavy clothes on at noon tc
go out and make a ‘holy racket’.
Some of the older members were

not as enthused until one of them
began the parade outside. I think
we finally rang the bell, with
much whooping and excitement,
more than 400 times. We lost
count of the rings. But our ringing
efforts were carried far and wide
on the clear cold air.

— Ralph Smith
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Louise Crummy Mckinney

In the early part of the twentieth century, the
struggle for women’s rights was an important
issue in society. Many of the strongest proponents
of women’s rights were also strong leaders in

the church. One of those in Alberta was
Louise Crummy McKinney. Though

she had wanted to be a doctor, it was
very difficult for a woman born

in 1868. Instead she became a
teacher and even though women
couldn’t be ordained, she was

also recognized as a Local

Preacher within the Methodist
Church. She strongly

favoured the right of women

to be ordained. In her own

words, even as a child, she
“recognized and resented the
disabilities laid upon women.”

Married at 18, she and her
husband James moved from
Ontario to North Dakota where
she became a travelling evangelist
for the Young Woman'’s Christian
Temperance Union (YWCTU.) After
moving again to homestead in Alberta
in 1903, she helped establish a
branch of the Dominion WCTU
in Claresholm. She continued
throughout her life to work
at both the national and
international levels of
the WCTU.

She questioned the
influence of funding supplied
by the liquor industry to
party politics and in 1917,
just a year after Alberta
women were given the right
to vote, she was elected as
a member of the legislature for the Non-Partisan
League. Roberta MacAdams was successtul in the
same election but was overseas with the soldiers
of World War I so McKinney was the first woman
sworn into a government in the British Empire.

Louise McKinney. Credit: Provincial
Archives of Alberta/United Church of Canada
Alberta and Northwest Conference Archives

“The purpose of a woman'’s life is
just the same as the purpose of
man’s life—that she may make the
best possible contribution to the
generation in which she is living.”

— Louise McKinney

was living.”
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Once in the legislature, she was acknowledged
as a strong debater. She promoted legislation to aid
people with disabilities, and consistently pressured

the government until prohibition laws were

made more effective.
In the struggle for women’s
rights, McKinney urged the
adoption of social welfare
measures for immigrants and
widows. Her major initiative
was the improvement of

the legal status of widows
and separated wives. With
Henrietta Muir Edwards,

she drafted a bill which

was passed to become the
Dower Act, one of Alberta’s
most progressive laws. Along
with Muir Edwards, Nellie

McClung, Irene Parlby and
Emily Murphy, she was one
of the “Famous Five” who, in

1929, had women in Canada
declared as “Persons.”

McKinney attended the last
Methodist General Conference and
the first General Council of the
United Church of Canada. She
was one of four women, and the
only one from the west, to sign

the United Church Basis of
Union in 19285.

McKinney died in 1931,
age 63 and Nellie McClung
was one of many who paid
tribute: “Mrs. McKinney
was a great lover of people
and because she loved them
she could not look with
complacency on any of

life’s evils.” McKinney had certainly made a great
contribution to the “generation in which she

— Gayle Simonson



Stettler United Reaches out to

Strengthen and Serve

In the Fall of 2007, we felt the need for small group
ministry in order to have better relationships with
our congregation. We decided to include the larger
community as well, by inviting friends. Groups
started up a few months later. Some are still going
strong, and some have been dropped. All groups
have a segment of prayer or
reading, usually in the vein

of the activity, and all groups
feature a sharing time.

Luv to Read. We began with
the Giller winner of 2007 “Late
Nights on Air” by Elizabeth
Hay. From there, we have been
going strong. We average 14
people (so far women) each
month. We have others reading
along with us who aren’t
comfortable joining us. We
have a check in, sometimes
telling about ourselves,

or collecting toiletries for

the Women's shelter etc. One
person volunteers to introduce
the book to be discussed and
tell us about the author. Then the fun begins as

we all share our personal feelings about the book.
The Public Library orders multiple copies of the
books on our reading list which we really appreciate!

The Men’s Breakfast group meets at the church
on Wednesday mornings.

Scrapbooking (Angels at Saving Memories!) We
save memories one page at a time by meeting once
a month to have a Scrap Attack! We have potluck,
brown bag or take out lunches and lots of coffee
and tea. We share our ideas, tools,
techniques and have helped new
people get started in this great
hobby of keepsaking memories.

Pastoral Caregivers Our
minister, Rev. Debbie Stockdale
and a group of ladies make
visitations to Senior complexes,
nursing home, auxiliary hospital
and seniors at home in Settler.

Our Art Group meets two full
days a month, spring to fall, to
share a spiritual love of painting
with all media, beginners to
very experienced. Our Christian
Education wing provides great
light and space where we can
share our ideas, suggestions, and
experiences with one another.

— Sylia Telford

Sounding the Bamboo
Planning Advances

The Planning Team of Sounding the
Bamboo VIII was in Winnipeg in late
February to visit the facilities of the
Canadian Mennonite University and
finalize plans for this 4-day event,
scheduled to take place May 13-16 /10.
The theme of “Eve, Mary, White Feather
and Us” will be presented by the Rev. Dr.
Wenh-In Ng. She will be assisted by senior
worship leader, the Rev. Kay Cho. Both
leaders are from Toronto. Workshops will
explore Cultural Experience, Ministry

& Theology and Family Issues. This
unique event for ethnic minority and
First Nations women, founded in 1993,
has been held in Toronto, Montreal,
Vancouver and Calgary. It is held every

three years. Fifty women from across the
nation are expected to attend.

The planning team consists of:
Co-chairs Yoon-Ok Shin (Drayton Valley,
AB) and Yvonne Terry (Duchess, AB); Kay
Quon (Edmonton, AB); Rev. Amy Y. K. Lee
(Toronto, ON); Alydia Smith (Toronto,
ON); Donna Kennedy (Winnipeg, Man.);
Dr. HyeRan Kim-Cragg (Saskatoon, SK);
and consulting member from ICDC,
Toronto, Rev. Maki Fushii.

— Kay Quon
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You’'re Invited to Discover or
Rediscover CGIT Camp Wohelo!

New this year is the Music and Art Camp with refreshments and
a Show on the last day, Family Camp, for families of every kind

(Affirming!), and a special weekend camp for the Big Sisters and

Little Sisters Organization!

Be a part of a little girl’s dream!

Each church is invited to sponsor a girl and/or a e Print the registration forms, get info, prices
family from their church or community that would and dates.
benefit from time at camp but will not get a chance e Join us and VOLUNTEER! We need a Treasurer!
to attend because of financial hardship. Please
contact us for details, phone 780-430-4062 or visit

www.campwohelo.com to learn about our exciting A vital ministry of the past, in the present and
Summer Camp 2010 Programs. for the future.

e Camp Wohelo is available for Rent!

— Danette Barner

" OPENING NEW DOORS!

Come celebrate with St. Stephen’s College

acthe THIRD ANNUAL CHANCELLOR'S GALA

Friday, September 17, 2010
Sutton Place Hotel, Edmonton

Dinner, Dancing, Live & Silent Auctions
Tickets $250 ($190 tax receipt)

For more information, phone 780-439-7311

Our goal is to complete the fundraising for phase 1 of the renovation
to make the College mobility accessible.
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Andy Rocks The World!

I heard the buzz in the parking
lot. Drum cadences, guitars being
tuned, doors slamming and
people scooting up the stairs to
find a good seat. As I entered Wild
Rose Hall, I was swept up in the
noise and clamour of the concert
crowd that was gathering.

Andrew Nicholson is a singer,
songwriter and university student
who also happens to be the Youth
Worker at Wild Rose United
Church in Calgary.

On Friday, February 28th,
he packed Wild Rose Hall for a
concert that featured an eclectic
mix of music, including some
Beatle classics for the baby
boomers in the crowd (this
writer included!). The concert
also featured original songs
written by Andy and performed

by him. Backup instrumentals
were provided by James Bundy on
drums and Jordan WM on bass
guitar, amazingly talented teens
who love to jam and make good
music together.

Our evening with Andy was
a community event in which
all age groups came together to
share their love of good music
and to hear an inpiring and
passionate young musician offer
to us his dreams for the world in
the songs he sang. But, beyond
that, it was a ministry moment
as well. Half of the proceeds
from the concert were donated
to Wild Rose, in support of our
ongoing ministry which includes
partnerships with the Drop
In and Rehabilitation Centre
of Calgary, working with the

homeless, as well as Calgary
Hospice which brings comfort
and support to those who

are facing end of life issues.

And not one neighbour
complained! They, too, could
appreciate the sound of good
music making a difference in the

world.

— Rev. Linda Hunter

A Growing Event at

Chalmers-Castle Downs United Church

On May 21, 22, and 24, 2010, CCD will conduct
their 48th annual three day bedding plant sale.
Under the guidance of John & Jean McKinley and
their excellent committee, up to 100 members
will be involved in planning and conducting the
sale, and the basement will be completely taken
over by trays of flowers and vegetables. A van
will be kept busy shuttling from the greenhouse
to replenish the stocks. Opening day will often
account for 50% our total sales, as a steady stream
of eager gardeners crowd into the hall and leave
with smiles of anticipation. The sale does not
operate on Sunday.

The McKinley’s have directed the sale since
1996, and under their guidance, volumes and
margins have been increased considerably with
the introduction of efficient restocking methods,
and new varieties and products. Careful attention
is paid to pricing and changing customer
demands, And we have runners (8 to 80 years) to
carry their purchases to their car.

The first plant sale, held in 1962, was the
brainchild of Cecil Paton. Cecil saw the potential
for sales of bedding plants to all the new homes
appearing in northwest Edmonton, so he tried

a one day sale, and donated $85 in profits to a
surprised treasurer. Encouraged, he tried again in
1963 — and saw the profits rise to $257! Within
5 years, the sale had outgrown the ability of one
man to operate it, so Bill & Shirley Froese formed
a committee with Cecil to run the event. Moving
to a three day event, the volume outgrew the
ability of their greenhouse to supply enough
product, so Bill turned to the Wallish family, who
were just starting their greenhouse business, and
who would sell their plants on consignment.
The partnership with Wallish continues to this
day, supported by their consistently high quality
plants. Many of our current customers are the
grandchildren of our original patrons, and some
will drive in from surrounding towns as they
continue a family tradition. Each event now
returns upwards of $15,000 for our church.
While it's a lot of work bringing in those
funds - the fellowship that we enjoy is priceless.
Many active members of our congregation trace
the beginning of their involvement in CCD to
helping with this event.

— Arnold Rumbold
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Around our conference

Upcoming Events

Until May 8th. This banner

by Gerry Dyck and friends of
Coaldale, Alberta greets visitors
to the Faith in Action: United
Church Women Present and Past
exhibit at the Provincial Archives,
8555 Roper Road (corner of 51
Ave. and 86 Street) Edmonton.
FREE admission and free parking!

ALBERTA 2
NORTHWEST
CONFERENCE

UNITED CHURCH
WOMEN

FE oW W W e gy
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July 10, 11. Holden United
Church’s 100th Anniversary.
Holden, Alberta. Contact Sharon
Lashmar at 780-632-6814

for details.

May 13 - 16. Sounding the
Bamboo. Theme: “Eve, Mary,
White Feather and US.”
Canadian Mennonite University,
Winnipeg. www.united-church.
ca/getinvolved/events/sounding-
the-bamboo

May 14 - 16. Rhythms of the
Spirit. Linnea Good et al.

High River United Church,
High River, Alberta. See
www.highriverunitedchurch.org
for details.
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May 16. Celebration of Ministry
Service. Highwood Memorial
Centre, High River, Alberta. See
www.highriverunitedchurch.org .

June 24 - 27. The Journey of Black
Peoples in the United Church

of Canada. Providence Centre,
Edmonton. Addressing the unique
concerns of Black Peoples in

the United Church. Worship,
workshops, reflection and
contributing to the church as a
whole. Go to www.united-church.
ca and click on “events” in the
“get involved” section. For more
information, contact Yvonne
Terry at 403-378-3617.

September 17. Opening New
Doors! Third Annual Chancellor’s
Gala. Come celebrate with St.
Stephen’s College at the Sutton
Place Hotel, Edmonton. Dinner,
Dancing, Live & Silent Auctions.
Tickets $250 ($190 tax receipt).
For more information, phone
780-439-7311. Our goal is to
complete the fundraising for
phase 1 of the renovation to make
the College mobility accessible.

October 15 - 17. Banff Men'’s
Conference. “To Seek Justice
and Resist Evil: Making a
Straight Path for the Lord”.
http://banffmen.org .

October 22 - 24, Roots and
Wings - Regional Women'’s
Gathering. Nisku Inn, Nisku,
Alberta. Register through your
church or contact Francee Kaehn
at 780-988-7614.

Dec. 4. 100th Anniversary St
Matthew’s United (formerly West
Calgary United). Anyone having
memorabilia, photos or stories

to share, please contact event
planners at 403-249-1721 or
st.matthews@telus.net .

Advertising
Opportunities
with In Contact

Do you provide a service or
product that would interest
our readership? Travel
services, flowers, residence
alternatives, chocolate? Your
ad could appear here. Costs
include production costs
and a $20 per column inch
fee. incontact@shaw.ca for
more information.

Upcoming Article

What are some of your
Lenten customs? Please
share — incontact@shaw.ca

I&OKtMt

Alberta and Northwest
Conference
insert in the

United Church Observer

Volume 29. No. 3

“The purpose of In Contact is to share
news of the Church'’s life, work,
programs, policies and people with
Observer readers across Alberta and
Northwest Conference.”

Editorial Board Chairperson:
Gordon Hunter

Editor: Liz Goddard
780-436-3801

c/o ANW Conference
9911 — 48 Ave.
Edmonton, AB T6E 5V6

For submission guidelines or to send
us a story incontact@shaw.ca .

Send photos to
incontactphoto@gmail.com .
Deadlines for 2010 Issues:

The 20th of May, September
and November.




